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holding their religious opinions, when I see some of them
suffer cheerfully, with a glad heart, I am forced to believe
that there is something in this which transcendeth human
understanding."25

The Protestants, knowing of this sympathetic attitude on
her part, and not knowing how small her power was, appealed
to her against what was being done on the King's authority
under the administrative powers which had been granted by
him to the Guises, and she, unwilling to acknowledge how
powerless she was, extracted a promise from the latter to
stop the persecutions; but she could really effect nothing,
and the persecutions continued.20 However, after a time she
succeeded in getting a decree issued by the King forbidding
the persecution of Protestants; but the Guises had no inten-
tion of obeying any such decree, and practically snapped their
fingers in her face. Catherine consulted Admiral Coligny as
to what could be done, and he told her (what she knew al-
ready) that the Guises were "hated like the pest, and alone
to blame for the disturbed state of the country"; but it was
easier to say this than to discover how to oust the Guises, who
had become practically kings of France. Meanwhile the
Protestants were elaborating their plot, regarding which Cal-
vin afterwards said: "Never was enterprise worse conceived,
or more stupidly carried out." The English Roman Catholics
were suffered to find it out, and they informed the Duke of
Guise; whereupon the latter promptly removed the King,
the Queen Mother, and the court from Blois to Amboise
(which was a more secure abode), and awaited events.

At Amboise the Guises, who desired to make the matter
appear as formidable as possible to the King, so that they
might punish with the greater severity those implicated in"it,
kept the court in almost as complete confinement as though
they were in a state of siege, the gates of the castle being
shut, and the neighbouring roads patrolled by parties of
cavalry. In March 1560 the conspirators made their attempt
to capture the Guises and the King, but in such a feeble and